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Personal info

Full name

HAMILTON, Gerald Evett

Date of birth

3 October 1919

Age

25

Place of birth

Richwood, Union County, Ohio

Hometown

Allegany County, New York

Military service

Service number

O1997753

Rank

Second Lieutenant

Unit

48th Squadron,
313th Troop Carrier Group

Awards

Purple Heart,
Air Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster

Death & Grave

Status

Killed in Action

Date of death

24 March 1945

Cemetery

American War Cemetery Margraten

Plot Row Grave

N 20 16

https://memorial.fieldsofhonor.com/case/19232-hamilton-gerald-evett


Immediate family

Members

Franklin E. Hamilton (father)

Edna (Sanderson) Hamilton (mother)

Verne Hamilton (brother)

Margret Hamilton (sister)

Plane data

Serial number

44-77512

Data

Type: C-46D
Destination: Dropzone X, north of Wesel, Germany
Mission: Paratrooper Drop
MACR: 13422

More information

Gerald E. Hamilton graduated from Martel High School in 1937. He was employed by the North Electric Company of

Galion and later by the Ohio Injector Company of Wadsworth. 

He enlisted in Cleveland, Ohio on 14 October 1941 and transferred to the Air Corps on 2 January 1943. He was overseas

in August 1944,

According to S/Sgt Albert E. Lewis, the radio operator who survived the crash, the airplane flew into heavy enemy anti-

aircraft fire after dropping the paratroopers. The right wing caught on fire and the order to bail out was given. He and the

crew chief bailed out together. He didn't see the pilot and the co-pilot leave the plane.

The crew members survived and returned to duty, two men were killed.

There were also 27 passengers on board, all members of the 513th Parachute Infantry Regiment of the 17th Airborne

Division.

When the wreckage was found on 5 April 1945 no bodies were discovered near or in the wreckage. Buckles and parts of

parachutes were found in the seats of both pilots, which indicated that both men were in the aircraft at the time of the

crash. Any bodies that might have been in the wrecked aircraft must have been removed earlier by Graves Registration

personnel.
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