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Personal info

Full name

VAN METER, John Joseph

Date of birth

25 July 1916

Age

28

Place of birth

Chicago, Cook County, Illinois

Hometown

Los Angeles County, California

Military service

Service number

19097254

Rank

Private First Class

Unit

HQ & HQ Company,
504th Parachute Infantry Regiment,
82nd Airborne Division

Awards

unknown

Death & Grave

Status

Died non-Battle

Date of death

30 May 1945

Cemetery

American War Cemetery Margraten

Plot Row Grave

E 18 12

Immediate family

Members

Joseph T. Van Meter (father)

Laveta (Flinn) Van Meter (mother)

https://memorial.fieldsofhonor.com/case/13866-van-meter-john-joseph


More information

Pfc John J. Van Meter enlisted in Los Angeles, California on 9 April 1942.

On 1 July 1945, the following article appeared in the Cleveland Plain Dealer: 

WAR BOND TOTALS ADD UP TO FAILURE But Loan Drive Workers Won't Concede Defeat ... Yesterday at Lowe's

Stillman Theater and again tomorrow, every purchaser of a bond at the booth in the lobby will have the privilege (of)

trampling upon a captured Nazi battle flag as the buyer moves away from the booth. The flag was mailed in May from

Germany by Paratrooper Joseph Van Meter, jr., to his father, as resident of the Hotel Belmont after hostilities had ceased

in Europe. It was intended for George A. Schneider's corporate auction in Hotel Carter June 21, but it arrived on June 23,

two days too late. Meanwhile many tragic things had happened. Young Van Meter had met death in a motorcycle accident

in Germany and on June 15 when this news reached his father it proved too much. Mr. Van Meter, sr, died that day of a

heart attack. A few days ago Schneider turned the flag over to the theater's management for whatever use they could

make of it in the bond drive. Arnold Gates, manager of the theater, said yesterday he could think of no better purpose to

put it to than to spur bond buying on "Forget-Me-Not-Day."
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